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IS IT BEING 
ABANDONED?

Do you intend to get rid of it?

IS IT INHERENTLY 
WASTE-LIKE?

Does it pose a significant 
human health risk?

IS IT GOING TO BE 
RECYCLED BY:

• Using in a manner constituting 
  disposal?

• Burning for energy recovery?

• Reclamation?

• Speculative accumulation
  (not recycling at least 75% in 
   one calender year)?

Facilities that generate wastes are required to make 
solid waste determinations

• Material reclaimed & reused 
   within original process

• Material not completely 
   reclaimed

• Speculatively accumulating  
   to facilitate recycling

IT IS 
SOLID WASTE

IT IS NOT 
SOLID WASTE

IS IT STILL 
USEFUL TO YOUR 

FACILITY?

CAN IT BE 
LEGITMATELY 
RECYCLED? 

IS IT EXCLUDED?
See list of 20+ exclusions at 

40 CFR 261.4

IS THERE 
A VARIANCE?


